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URBAN PLANNING:
PROPOSAL FOR OTANIEMI 2020:
“URBAN HEART, CAMPUS SPIRIT”
INTRODUCTION
AND FUTURE
CHALLENGES
The Helsinki and Otaniemi regions will undergo
many future changes and challenges. For instance,
the area faces a growing youthful population and
increased urbanisation. Additionally, the new
metro station and changes in land use planning will
create an influx of people locating in Otaniemi. It is
imperative that investments be made in
infrastructure and environmental sustainability. As
a result, development of a new urban center must
provide for such changing population dynamics.
To achieve this, we must adopt new strategies in
designing the built and natural environment of the
campus. Key elements to be considered are
encouraging multiculturalism, providing for future
growth, and creating a vibrant space for both living
and learning.

Iconic Duck Boat

CONCLUSION
Preparing students for upcoming challenges and
opportunities, Aalto University aims to create a
new identity for itself to create an inspiring
learning environment that will garner global
attention. With unique transportation modes,
residents and students will have greater
accessibility around the area. Additionally,
international students will feel more comfortable in
this holistic space. Thanks to the new planning
proposal, Otaniemi Campus 2020 will be prepared
to face the challenges of the new millennium,
adapting to new conditions and creating a
sustainable, dynamic area for both students and
other residents to live, study and work in.
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WATERFRONT: The pavilion represent s a way that the university can present
itself and enrich its surroundings. The works of students, alumni, and partners
of the university could be showed series of exhibitions located in the nearby
park. It would serve as a center of artistic and social events with an emphasis
on harmony between human activity and nature. Additionally, the Otaniemi
area needs a characteristic symbol. Duck Boat will serve this purpose,
particularly because its shape will be easily recognisable all round the world
and it will represent the fun aspect of the campus. At the same time the duck
will actually take students all over campus coast area and contribute to the
international recognition of the campus.
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OTANIEMI 2020
Otaniemi 2020 will be a vibrant, environmentally
sustainable, holistically planned and connected
campus. As a multifaceted space, the campus will
provide a wide variety of areas for students and
residents. Student activities and recreation should
be encouraged on campus, so the plan offers a wide
range of sports and recreational facilities whilst
staying true to the ideals of sustainable
development. Transport and connectivity in the
revitalized campus area must also be reimagined.
Therefore, students will be able to travel around
campus in various ways through the new aerial
tramway and canal systems, as well as cycle ways.

GIS Analyses on Accessibility and Social Structure

CENTRAL PARK: A fundamental
focal point in the campus for
recreation. Enclosed in a natural
light building is a swimming pool.
Grassy parkland with flowers
provides relaxation space, and
there will be a sound stage for
musical performances.
A natural light rooftop with LED
stars creates magical evenings
filled with frequent events such as
concerts and gatherings. In
addition, outdoor exercise
equipment will be provided.

METRO STATION: A center
with a variety of transportation
modes such as the metro.
Additionally, the electric bicycle
tower would be nearby this
center. There would be charging
towers for electric cars, so that
enviromentally friendly
transportation would be
encouraged. The parking garage
would not be directly in the
campus center but on the
outskirts.

Canal Street
CANAL SY STEM: A canal
corridor will link the major
campus areas and provide
connectivity around the
campus. This system will
have LED lighting along its
route, and have guided
automatic duck boats
stopping at key locations.
Also, the canal will feature
bridges and green tunnels. In
winter, it will become a iceskating rink for students to
get to places.

Sports Track

Canal LED

Sustainable parking

SUSTAINABLE PARKING:
This facility is located outside
of the campus center,
complete with electric car
charging ports.

Aerial tramways

Bicycle tower
AERIAL TRAMWAYS: Cable cars running above the ground would
provide transportation for students from campus building to
campus building, while also providing a mode of transportation
over the Baltic sea. It would also contribute to the diversification of
neighborhood land use. The tramway stations are marked by the
yellow triangles.
BICYCLE TOWER: Place for
students to put their bikes in
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